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STERILIZATION OF CRIMINALS. 

In this connection a brief monograph by Raymond Rosenmark, entitled, 
"Le Droit de Grace et La Peine de Mort," is interesting; published in Paris, 
France, in 1908. Monsieur Rosenmark, protesting against the prevailing habit 
of the chief executives of the French nation to commute the death penalty in the 
face of the fact that repression has never seemed more necessary, nor statistics 
more disturbing, states that there are, nevertheless, three excellent features of 
such commutation of the capital sentence. Such clemency may check im- 
mediately the results of a judicial error; such clemency re-establishes the balance 
between humanity and justice; and finally, a wise use of executive clemency 
may be employed to reward the good conduct of prisoners in shortening their 
period of imprisonment. 

Monsieur Rosenmark then argues for the abolition of capital punishment, 
and the establishment in its place of "I'internement perpetuel," life imprisonment 
at hard labor. "In such abrogation of the death penalty it should be provided 
that the first six years of said life imprisonment should be in separate confine- 
ment, and that if during these six years the prisoner commits any new violation 
which would carry with it a criminal sentence, he should be condemned to 
separate imprisonment for life. O. F. L. 

Sterilization of Criminals.— Dr. Frederick Green of Chicago has compiled 
the following bibliography of recent periodical literature dealing with steriliza- 
tion of criminals : 

Chicago Medical Recorder, March, 1909: "Sterilization of Criminals and 
Other Defectives by Vasectomy," IV. T. BeWeld, Chicago. 

Virginia Medical Semi-Monthly, December 11, 1909: "Sterilization of Habit- 
ual Criminals," C. V. Carrington, Richmond, Va. 

Journal of the New Mexico Medical Society, July, 1909: "Sterilization of 
Criminals and Other Defectives by Vasectomy," W. T. Belfield, Chicago. 

Journal of the American Medical Association, December 4, 1909: "Vasectomy 
as a Means of Preventing Procreation in Defectives," H. C. Sharp, Indianapolis. 
(This paper is followed by a lengthy discussion.) 

Southern California Practitioner, Los Angeles, November, 1909: "The In- 
diana Idea of Human Sterilization," H. C. Sharp, Indianapolis. 

Journal of the Medical Society of New Jersey, December, 1909: "Steriliza- 
tion of Confirmed Criminals. Idiots, Imbeciles and Other Defectives by Viasec- 
tomy," IV. J. Chandler, South Orange, N. J. 

Virginia Medical Semi-Monthly, December 24, 1909: "Sterilization of Hab- 
itual Criminals," C. V. Carrington, Richmond, Va. 

Medical Press and Circular, London, December 29, 1909: "Proposed Sterili- 
zation of Certain Degenerates," R. R. Rentoul. 

Northwestern Lancet, Minneapolis, Minn.: "Steriliaztion of Habitual Crim- 
inals and Degenerates. Burnside Foster, St. Paul. Same article in St Paul 
Medical Journal, January, 1910. 

West Virginia Medical Journal, Wheeling, W. Va., March, 1910: "Steriliza- 
tion of Confirmed Criminals and Other Defectives," /. R. Bloss, Huntington, 
W. Va. 

Virginia Medical Semi-Monthly, Richmond, April 8, 1910: "Hereditary 
Criminals — The One Sure Cure," C. V. Carrington, Richmond. 

Medical Herald, St. Joseph, Mo., June, 1910: "Assexualization of the Unfit," 
G. H. Bogart, Brookville, Ind. 
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AMERICAN REFORMATORY METHODS 

Pearson's Magazine, New York, November, 1909: "Hereditary Criminality 
and Its Certain Cure," IV. W. Foster, New York. 

Medico-Legal Journal, December, 1909: "Vasectomy — Crime Against Na 
tare," a reply to the above article, A. W. Hercog. 

Virginia Medical Scnii-Monthly, August 26, 1910: ''Vasectomy for the 
Defective Negro, with His Consent," Bernard Barrozu. 

The Survey, July 9: "What to Do with Criminals," IValtcr N. Thayer. 
Danneniora, N. Y. 

An English Opinion of American Reformatory Methods. — Miss Eliza^ 
beth Sloan Chesser, an English physician and student of penology, after an 
extensive study of American and Japanese methods of caring for prisoners, has 
written an article in the London Express criticizing the English system and 
praising that of America. 

"The English prison system," she says, "is primarily punitive. Any criminal 
system which makes punishment the first essential can neither prove deterrent 
nor reformatory and is consequently a failure so far as the cure of crime 
is concerned. Under our present system of dealing with criminals 'n this 
country, more than half the prisoners leave prison at the expiration of their 
sentence only to return again v^ithin a definite period. Imprisonment on present 
lines does not cure crime, does not lead to reformation and regeneration of the 
prisoner. 

"Our system fails because it degrades, because it kills self-respect and self- 
reliance. It does not provide sufficient educative work, it subjects the prisoner 
to long hours of loneliness and introspection and tends to harden and confirm 
him in his evil course. If the aim of all true penology be the prevention of 
crime and the reformation of the criminal, we are years behind America with 
regard to this matter." 

Miss Chesser declares that the development of the reformatory system is 
one of the most notable achievements of American penology. 

"It was recognized," she says, "that the only way to protect society against 
crime was to reform the criminals and so prevent the manufacture of habitual 
criminals to prey upon the community. Gradually what is called the 'Elmira 
system' was evolved, and at the present time the prison of Elmira, in the United 
States of America, is recognized as the model reformatory of the world. The 
fundamental idea is not the infliction of punishment for crime committed, but 
the conversion of the prisoners into industrious and law-abiding citizens." 

Her description of the New York Reformatory at Elmira is as follows : 

"Elmira is a school rather than a prison, as we understand the term. The 
system is educational ; the aim and ideal a training of mind, muscles and morals 
up to a certain standard. For this end ample, interesting, useful and educative 
work is provided. 

"The reformatory contains, on an average, 1,500 young men from eighteen 
to thirty years of age. Inside the white walls which surround the central build- 
ings the workshops are occupied from early morning until evening with squads 
of men working earnestly at their chosen trade, while others are gardening or 
farming or attending lectures, gymnasium or military drill. The reformatory is 
like a commune where the blacksmith, the bricklayer, the shoemaker and the 
plumber are all working for the common good. Each lad has to master a trade 
to fit him to earn an honest living on his discharge. He enters the reformatory 
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